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= 
PRESENT STATE OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION IN THE WEST 
Tue practitioners in the West of England are numerous, and for the 
most part respectable ; the majority of them belonging both to the Col- 
lege and Hall. From the best calculation I can make of the number of 
practitioners in the towns, I find there is one to every thousand 
inhabitants ; in many instances, however, there are two or more to this 
number of people. In most of our provincial towns (even small ones) 
we have a physician or physicians, and the chemists and druggists are ia 
the of two to every three thousand inhabitants. 
general practitioners are not in the habit of charging for visits or 
attendance in the towns, and the only way in which they get remunerated 
in medi¢al. cases, is by making out bills for their medicines charging 
each-efticle separately, and ing quantity sent from day to day. 
Jouroeys out of the town in which the practitioner resides, are charged 
for, and the charges vary from two shillings and sixpence to five shillings: 


it is not usual to charge more than the latier sun, except the distance 


exceeds seven miles. It is not common to make any charge for meeting 
@ physician in consultation... 

Parishes are usually let by tender, and the lowest bidder generally gets 
the appointment to take charge of them. The low rate at which persons 
are found to accept them is truly disgraceful to the members of a respec- 
table profession. I will name a few particular instances to prove the 
fact.; assuring you, at the same time, I could cite a hundred similar ones. 
The Parish of East Coker, Somerset, containing upwards of 1400 per- 


sons, the majority of whom are paupers, is attended by a practitioner—a 
neard, off 


Mr. Ha Montacute—residing four miles from the place, ata - 
salary of 12J. per year ; and for this sum he includes all medical and 
surgical cases, accidents of every description, smallpox, inoculation, or 
vaccination, and difficult midwifery cases, together with attendance on 
coroners’ inquests, lunatics, &c. Mr. Hansard stipulates to attend regu 
larly. at the poor-house three times a week, independently of all othe 
calle : and, on a moderate calculation, his turnpikes must cost bim at 


| least three pounds in the twelve months ; such being the usual terms of 


t where mysage are compounded for. The parish of East 
Chinnock is attended by a practitioner—a Mr. Gerrard, of Crewkerne— 
re five miles distant ; who compounds for all cases at Si. per year. 

be. population is about 1000, and by far the greater namber are paupers. 
Mr. Gerrard has to pay two turnpikes every journe 2 hy takes. The 
parish of Piddle-Trenthide, Dorset, is attended by the Messrs. Davis, 
of Cerne, 9 of four miles, at a salary of 10. per 
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year. The pi is of ‘800. The sum paid for medical 

as ical ee the poor of the same parish, in the year 1814, 

was 701.; but owing to the disgraceful system of letting by tender, it has 

been reduced to the sum above stated. The parish of Stoke Sub-Hamp- 

don, Somerset, is attended by a Mr. Westcott, of Martock, residing two 

miles distant, and he compounds for every case that may ovcur, agreeing 

-  t0 find medicines and surgical instruments, at a salary of 81. per year: the 

population is upwards of 1600. There are a vast number of, paupers at 

Stoke, and they are very liable to serious accidents, in consequence of 

their being employed to quarry and hew stones, which are used in alinost 

every building of consequence within twenty miles of the place. The 

| sx of Norton Sub-Hampdon consists of a population of 800 persons ; 

. the paupers are numerous, and generally employed at the stone-quarties ; 

the poor are attended by a Mr. Stuckey, of Martock, who compounds 

for all cases at a salary of 51. per year: the distance of Norton from 

Martock is three miles. parish four miles distant from 

Martock, is also attended by Mr. Stuckey, and everything compounded 

for at 51. per year: there are seven or eight hundred people, and the 
Peupers are principally employed at the Hampdon st warries. 

. Whilst this plan continues, the poor ever will be neglected and mal- 

treated ; but it appears to me that an effectual remedy can be provided - 

in the following way. If, for instance, parishes were obliged'to pay a 

certain sum per cent. on their pauper population, for medicines sur- 

gical applications, the surgeon taking the risk of illness and accidents,— 

‘and then for him to be allowed so much for each visit in his own town, 

and so much per mile for journeys out of the town,—if such a plan was 


pe in force, the parish-rate payers could not select the cheap 

they would choose the one whose professional skill and honorable 

conduct was in the best repute ; the competition would be between men 

of skill, and the greatest stimulus would be given to the acquirement of 

- sound professional knowledge. These are facts ; and however the more 
respectable practitioners may attempt to keep up fair and reasonable 
charges, they find it impossible, as there are low undermining men ready 
to intrude themselves er they can get a footing, and on the plea of 


overseer often sends the paupers to a physician, or some one goes to him 
to describe prescribes, sends the 
t to the druggist ies the medicines, and the consequence 
run thelr course, eitber to or 
ing OF Gup ever being ribed or practised. ! 
extent to which ant druggists and medicines 
| their counters, is, of ia cabers, the greatest grievance of which 
have to complain ; and at any time I would 
‘mons (if examined on the subject), 1 chemists and ists of — 
this town, and most provincial towns in the west, prescribe aod dispbase 
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sheapness. Such persons can always gain appomiments from the farm- 
ers, Overseers, and —r of country parishes. Degrading as these 
i facts are, the Council will be surpriged to find that, in many instances, 
| parishes are attended by ignorant chemists and Grogeietss in ordinary 
4 | cases ; and where the disease assumes a more formidable character, the 
_* 
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more patients, thau the genera titioners. his is independent of the 
monopoly carried on between the: ebouniet and + goats in the way of 
prescriptions ; which, too, is very extensive. course I am aware 
that the Apothecaries’ Act of 1815 provides a remedy against those, who 
were not in practice prior to that time, visiting patients ; but although we 
know the fact, there is great difficulty in’bringing persons forward to 
prove it, and I think the general impression is, that the act does not pre- 
vent the chemist from prescribing and dispensing at his own counter. — 

__ "The parish officers in this vicinity refuse to remunerate medical men 
for attending coroners’ inquests ; and [ have myself been kept from my 
practice, in several instances, the greater part of two days, at an inquest, 

and refused remuneration. | 
The law, as it regards accidents and casualties, is most defective. For 

instance, a pauper belonging to one parish, A, meets with a serious acci- 
dent in the parish of B ; the surgeon resides in the parish C. The acci- 
dent is of such a nature that no time is to be lost in finding out the over- 
seer to get an order, and the surgeon is obliged to act immediately ; and 
after having done so, he is either compelled to give up the case to some 
practitioner in whose skill he has no confidence, and who, perhaps, if 
the case terminated unfavorably, would be illiberal enough to declare that 
the fault rested with the person first called, or else he must consent to 
act gratuitously ; as in nineteen cases out of twenty would be the case. 

The parish of A, for instance, would not pay, as they had not been ap- 

plied to : the parish of B would not pay, on the plea that the pauper did 

not belong to them, even if he resided there for a time, as they would 

say he had not — a settlement ; and the result would be the same 
with the parish C ; or else they would say, you are not our regular parish 
surgeon, and therefore have no claim ; we would have sent our own sur- 

— if we had been applied to. Such is the manner in which I have 

treated in very many cases, where the delay of finding the overseer, 
or parish surgeon, might have been fatal ; and every professional man, in 
extensive practice, can state the same of himself. The law, therefore, 

_ T presume, ought to provice that the surgeon who attends promptly should 

be remunerated ; as the public clamor, in case of his refusing to go to an 

accident, or to act when he arrives, may forever ruin him. The pro- 
bability is, that the surgeon is brought to the accident by the servant of 
some nobleman, uire, clergyman, or farmer, whose kindness simply 
extends to the act of sending for him ; for when the bill is presented, he 
is told to take it to the parish officers, and then he finds himself situated 

_ as I have described. Such is our misfortune in instances of compound 

fractures, with wounds of arteries, severe injuries of the head, compound 

dislocations, &c. &c. 

pened to a respectable surgeon in this neig . He was sent 

to a poor aaah had met with a very serious accident, and on his ar- 

rival found him by the road side. He directly said, ‘* I can do nothing 

for the man here, you must take him to the inn ;” which was near the 
spot, and in the parish where the injury was received. The accident 

wes attend to it without delay, and 


more medicines, dress more wounds and ulcers, inoculate and vaccinate 
+ 


* 
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the man remained at the inn many weeks afterwards, before he could be 


ble 
on, and nursing pauper ; 


From these various sources, then, the Council will readily perceive, 
that without parliamentary interference, and such immediate enactments — 
as will secure the general practitioner from such abominable intrusions of 
and unqualified individuals, as well as from the unjust interference 
of the physicians, the honor and tability wf the profession will be 
c t in all respects to disc : i 
them with fidelity and honor, will be rendered unavailable ; and E there. 
fore humbly implore the Council to impress on the legislature that an 
be mr the laws and regulations of the College can in itself be of 
avail, unless they also institute such an inquiry into the general 
state of the profession, and the actual situation of its members, as will 
secure their protection, and put them in such a siwation as the charter 
of the College originally intended, and as they have a fair right to ex- 
5; as those of us who wish to maintain the respectability of the pro- 
cannot absolve ourselves from the concluding sentence of the oath 
taken on our becoming members of the College—‘* that we will demean 
ourselves honorably in the practice of our profession, and, to the utmost 
of our power, maintain the dignity and welfare of the College : so help 
us God.” (Signed) Wu. Tomxins, Surg., M.R.C.S. | 


_ We, the undersigned members of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
residing in the town of Yeovil, fully concurring in the account given by 


| removed to a distant perish, where he belonged. ter his recovery, 
: the surgeon sent his bill to the overseers of the parish where the accident 
} happened, and they resisted payment, as they had not giver an order. 
, The surgeon then applied to the parish where the man belonged, and. 
wey also resisted payinent ; pleading that they were not liable, as they 
i given no order to the medical attendant, and the accident apes 
im 6=«°—Ss ims another parish. The surgeon found, that as he had acted wit an 
| penses, he nat inquired who sent the man to bis 7a Ing 
the corgecn bed cedored bien there, end given directions for kis Sabd, 
nurses, &c. he actually brought the charge on him, and the surgeon was 7, i= 
Hi — to pay the whole expense. 
system of quackery is carried on in the West of England, to a 
extent ; is not chemist, so 
is cough, aperient, digestive pills, worm- » &e. &e.; 
| and thus the regular practitioner SS materially interfered with. Every 
| neighborhood is infested with some bone-setter, or notorious advertising 
| quack, and the number of persons who flock to them is really incredible, 
except to those of us who have an opportunity of witnessing the fact ; 
| persons, too, who are in a situation to afford to remunerate a regular 
practitioner, but are duped by the puffing advertisements of those in- 
dividuals. 
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_ Mr. Tomkins, of the general state of the medical profession in the West 
of England, beg to subscribe our names in corroboration of the same. 
| (Signed) Tuomas Suortanp. 
Mares Lampe. 
Joun Moore. 
G. E. Hooper. 
London Medical Gazette. Wn. 


TREATMENT OF DROPSY BY HYDRIODATE OF POTASS.- _ 


Cases } P 
the hed Yaled, and’ after Popping, perforted. 
By Hucues, Esq. M.R.C.S. ; 


It is the duty of every medical man whe may have been successful in 
the treatment of any difficult or dangerous cases, to communicate to the 
profession, for the benefit of society, the remedies he has employed, 
especially should they differ from the means usually resorted to in similar 
cases. I have always considered the publication of cases, if reported, as 
they ought to be, with the strictest fidelity, the most valuable portion of | 
medical periodicals ; with these feelings, I send for insertion in the Lone. 
don Medical and ry ir Journal, the following case of ascites, success- 
fully treated with the hydriodute of potass. By desire of my patient, I 
give his name and residence, Mr. T. Shipley, $3 Newman’s Row, Lin- 
coln’s Inn Fields, etat. 36, rather stout, of bilious temperament, 
never had any serious illness ; had consulted me’ occasionally for bilious 
attacks, the consequence of living too freely, but which were 

removed in a day or two. In the inning of June last, he consul 
me for what he called a * fulness of the stomach,”’ which he believed to 
be flatulence ; upon examining the abdomen I was convinced of the pre- 
sence of fluid, and told him that it was a decided case of dropsy, and 
that he must have been gradually increasing in size for some time ; that 
he must make up bis mind 
course of medicine. He had been accustomed to take spirits, and al- 
though, perhaps, not drinking sufficient at one time to intoxicate, taki 

it so frequently as to be almost: constantly under its influence ; at this 
time his general health was not materially disturbed, the alvine dejections 
were unhealthy and offensive ; he passed but a small quantity of nnd 
colored urine, which deposited a red sediment, but was not coagula 

by heat. I prescribed fouf grains of blue pill every night, and diuretic 
medicine during the day, with an occasional purgative, composed of’ the 
compound jalap powder and the sixth of a grain of elaterium, which al- 
ways operated powerfully. On the 19th I met Dr. Addison in consulia- 
tion, and he, believing with me that the ascites depended on a diseased 
state of the liver, ordered the mercurial to be continued in small doses 
three times a day, in conjunction with diuretics. Without occupying 
your pages with a minute detail of the different medicines prescribed, a 
their daily effects, it may suffice to state, that the remedies, usually known 
to be beneficial in such canon, wore triad and persevered lo. 
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vantage to our patient. the end of July the abdomen was so much 
distended, accompanied wi some cedema of the lege and thighs, that it 
was thought advisable to remcve the fluid, and with the advice of Dr. 
Addison, on the Sist of July, | performed the operation and took away 
thirteen quarts of transparent serum, the color of heakthy urine. — I kept 
him in bed a week, at which time he felt himself well enough to go out, 
and went for change of air to Greenwich ; and as his general health im- 
_ proved, the water again accumulated, aud in six weeks the abdomen was 
as large as before. About this time he accidentally met with a 
Mr. Cook, who stated to him that he had been similarly afflicted, and 
that he had been under the care of Dr. Blake of Nottingham, and was 
cured by the hydriodate of potass. At the request of wy patient Mr. 
called:on me, and gave me such a sensible and clear statement of 
the facts of his own case, that I was induced to write to Dr. Blake, stat. - 
ing my patient’s case, and requesting to know how far Cook’s corres- 
with it, and whether he attributed the cure to the hydriodate of 
| meme Dr. Blake wrote me y return of post a very handsome satis- 
ctory letter in reply. As the facts of the case are highly interesting, I 
shall transcribe them from the’ Doctor’s letter. ‘* Mr. Cook’s complaint 
was general dropsy, arising, in my opinion, from a chronic affection of 
the liver, contracted during his residence in the East Indies. I first saw 
him in January last, a day or two after his arrival from London, from 
whence he was sent by his medical advisers, as being, as he, Mr. Cook, 
Stated to me, in a decline, having then much cough and muco-purulent 
expectoration, with cedema of the legs, and: almost total absence of bile 
in the evacuations, ang making a very small ‘quantity of high-colored 
urine, while the conjunctiva and surface of the body were slightly tinged 
yellow. Under these circumstances, mercury, diuretics, hydrocyanic 
acid, blisters, &c. were tried, but without affording relief up to the 2nd 
of February ; at that period the cough had diminished, but the general 
dropsical » ey had increased to such a degree as to prevent him 
leaving his bed ; the abdomen was exceedingly — the scrotum, legs, 
thighs, and arms, and integuments of the chest and back, were likewise 
very mach swollen, so much so as to preclude the possibility of his bend- 
ing the elbow to put his hand to his head. He then commenced taking 
the hydriodate of potass, in ten grain doses, three times a day, in a glass 
of water, gradually increasin the quantity to fifteen grains, which he 
continued to the 10th of March, with very marked benefit. The appetite 
and strength increased, and he was soon able to leave his bed and walk 
down stairs, owing to the decrease of the general swelling, which was 
accompanied by a proportionate increase in the quantit urine. He 
omitted the hydriodate from the 10:h to the 18th , March, in conse- 
of the bitter taste he experienced, but the moment he 
so the strength and appetite decreased, while the other symptoms 
became worse. He then recommenced this medicine with equa 
effects, and continued it up to the SOth of April, when he again omitted 
it, thinking himself so oy | well, and on account of the disagreeable 
taste it left in the mouth. He, however, again found it necessary to re- 
sume its use on the 18th of May, and continued it to the Ist of June, 
with progressive ement in every respect. During this treatment 
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I certainly joined the administration of other diuretics and purgative me- 
dicines, but ious to the exhibition of the hydriodate the symptoms 
increased rapidly, although all other medicines were most liberally given, 
and whenever it was omitted the disease again gained ground, so that I 
- cannot help attributing the improvement to its tonic and diuretic effects.” 
Dr. Blake also mentioned a case of ovarian dropsy cured by the same 
medicine, and also the case of a military officer, who was reduced to a’ 
skeleton from hepatic disease ; the liver being so large as to be easily felt 
through the waistcoat, with a strong tendency to dropsy. This gentle- © 
man has continued the medicine for twelve months, and is now in good 
health._—Upon the receipt of this letter I determined to try the hydriodate 
of potass uncombined in Mr. Shipley’s case, giving only an occasional 
purgative when the symptoms demanded ; the abdomen was now larger 
y measurement, than when he was tapped, consequently must have con- | 
tained more than fourteen quarts of fluid. He commenced on the 17th 
of September, with eight grains of the hydriodate of potass, three times 
a day, gradually increasing it to fifteen grains. Afier a few doses its ef- 
fects were manifested by an increase in the secretion of urine, voiding, 
on an average, from five to six pints in the twenty-four hours, froin the 
18th of September to the 24th of October. This increase in the quaa- 
wy of urine was accompanied with a corresponding decrease in the size 
the abdomen ; and the cedema of the legs and thighs, which was can- 
siderable when he commenced the medicine, entirely disappeared. From 
the 20th of October, he took it twice a day, and 27th discon- 
tinued it ; the abdomen being reduced to its natural size, and no dropsical 
symptoms remaining. He now complained only of weakness and profuse 
perspirations, for which | ordered the sulphate of quinine and sulphuric 
acid. His appetite is good, and he feels himself gaining strength. That 
the hydriodate has had a specific effect on the liver in this case, as well 
as the two cases mentioned by Dr. Blake, cannot, I think, be denied, 
and [ hope soon to hear of many similar cases being cured by the same 


EFFECTS OF ACID FUMES IN A CASE OF CONSUMPTION. 
BY J. A. BRERETON, U.S.A. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. Le 
Sir,—The following described case of Phthisis Pulmonalis, originally re- 
ported to the Chief of the Medical Staffof the Army, Dr. Jos. Lovell, was 
designed, with comments, for publication in the ** Baltimore Medical and 
Surgical Journal and Review ” for the present month, had it been con- 
venient to have supplied it in time for that excellent periodical. But 
since circumstances, unnecessary to detail, have prevented that intention, 
it is herewith proposed to you for insertion in the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, but without either comment or remark, which is desired 
to be respectfully postponed until the remedial agent now indicated and 
introduced to the notice of the faculty, in this opprobrium medicorum 
and devastating disease, be more effectually ascertained or established, 
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than by the single, perhaps anomalons, case, herewith presented to them. 
pot those of your medical readers that may be induced, from the 
successful issue in this case, to give the gas a trial, your correspondent 
would be greatly obliged to them, should they devote a leisure moment 
and co icate through you or your Journal the result of their ex- 


perience. 

Before transcribing the following original and detached reports, it may 

be ised that the subject of them, Christopher Hackett, a private or 
: soldier of F company, in the Ist Regiment of U. S. Artillery, born in . 
Ireland, about forty years of age, of a bilious sanguine temperament and 
very intemperate habits, was admitted into the hospital at Fort Washing- 
ton, Maryland, ‘on the 23d of October 1832, for anasarca. While under 
the usual course of treatunent for that disease, and evidently convalescing 
Gfteen or twenty days afier his admission, he complained of hepatitis ; 
protruding from the region of that important viscus, the liver. 
treatment was then changed and adapted to the prevailing symptoms, and 
apparently with much advantage. On visiting the owe however, 
very early during one of the first days of December following, he was 
found laboring under severe and aggravating symptoms of pneumonia ® 
and at the close of that month, when reports became due, the case was 
reported to the Surgeon General, as follows : | 
meri’ 
Fort Washington, Md. 31st Dec. 1832. 


admitted into the- Hospital during the last quarter, with anasarca and 
hepatitis, produced, no doubt, from severe intemperance ; and while 
under the influence of a mercurial ptyalism for hepatitis, the former dis- 
ease supervened, and with great severity. In consequence of the exist- 
ing prostration, then to a very great » the lancet, with its usual 
accompaniments, could not be carried to the extent desirable, though 
often attempted, before a large discharge of dark blood, com- 
bined with pus, was ejected from the stomach (believed to be from the 
liver), and afterwards of pus from the luogs. He has yet occasional 
disc of pus from the latter, though apparently improving, and may 
— y recover, with the exception, however, of a disorganized left 
tenacity of vitality in this case, has appeared remarkable.” 

** March 31st, 1833.—The case of pneumonia, preceded by anasarca 
and hepatitis, reported at the last quarter, still remains in the hospital, 
Imonalis.” 

’ -—The subject of phthisis heretofore reported, arising 
from anasarca, hepatitis and but originally from in- 
temperance, is yet in hospital ; and has during the ape quarter pre- 
sented some marked features, impossible to elude t — practitioner, 
and there would be an omission of duty to leave them unnoticed. At the 
date of the preceding report, from the frequent repetition, every week or ten 
days, of empyema of the lungs, and their consequent enormous discharges, 
he was emaciated to a mere skeleton, with cedematous tumefactions of 
the lower extremities—a constant and harassing purulent cough—no 
petite—no sleep—pulse, when free from hectic fever, about 130 to 1 
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but united with the fever above 150, and consequently so rapid 
that it could not be per Bay ae frequently attempted ; with de- 
bility, prostration and copious nocturnal perspirations, so much, indeed, 
that it was anticipated every successive purulent collection would at its 
be from suffocation. had an act, however, 
emitting t v ious discharges , from the diseased 
with as much faciliny and force as the semaell has ever been ecatt 
seen to eject its contents. The course pursued under those circum- 
stances was generally such as adapted the usual remedial and 
palliatives to the generally predominant symptoms. The patient, however, 
thought that he derived relief and benefit from inhaling the smoke or fumes — 
of burning Burgundy pitch : his medical attendant was of the same opinion 
on its Gist employment, and that it had a tendency to procrastinate the 
formation of the subsequent abscesses ; but afterwards the remedy, like 
every other previously tried remedial effort, ceased to have even a pallia- 
tive operation. Under these circumstances, it occurred, as a dernier 
resort, to administer nitric acid by gaseous inhalation, as a direct appli- 
cation to the interior surfaces of the lungs, and where the disease was 
evidently located. For this purpose, about the first of May the gas was 
procured and administered to the patient in the following mauner : about 
a drachm of the nitrate of potass, pulverized, was placed in a common 
tea-cup, to which was added sulphuric acid sufficient to discharge the 
nitric acid, in a gaseous form, from the salipetre ; when an inverted fun- 
nel either of glass, or wedgewood, for the want of a better instrument, was 
me over the decomposing materials, and through the small end of the 
the patient inhaled the red fuming gas for ten, fifteen, and some- 
times for twenty minutes at a time, and three times each day. The pa- 
tient is now sensible to the strength and acrimony of the acid gas, but it 
appears to be easily obviated and diminished by mixing a small portion 
water with the nitre before the acid be added. From the first day of 
its adwminisiration an obviously beneficial tendency was apparent ; his 
incessant cough in a very few days ceased—the hectic fever soon follow- 
ed—his pulse was reduced below one hundred—an undisturbed sleep 
through the uight—his appetite returned soon afterwards ; and then com- 
menced a simultaneous and general improvement in his appearance, very 
perceptible to the whole garrison. ‘The cedema subsequently left him, 
and he gained flesh rapidly, when he was directed to take exercise 
walking out frequently in dry weather, but to be cautious of fatigue. He 
increased in flesh so rapidly, that through curiosity a wish was ex 
that his daily weight and its further development might be ascertained, 
five weeks afier he commenced the inhalation of the nitric acid : he was 
accordingly found to weigh 138 pounds. The steward and attendants, 
who were always with him, are positive that he increesed during the 
above-pamed interval more than fifty pounds. About a fortnight or three 
weeks since, he incautiously * caught cold,’ which brougit on (as was 
then supposed) his hectic fever and cough, the latter, however, unac- 
companied with purulent expectoration. The acid inhalation was sus- 
pended, and recourse had to the usual depleting treatment for four or five 
days, when, upon the subsidence of the fever, he was agen enabled to 
resume the inhalation of the nitric acid gas. During this short interval 


; 
~ 


206 Effects of Acid, Fumes in a Case of Consumption. 


he lost but four pounds in weight ; he has in a less time regained it, and 
is still improving in health.” | 

+ Seplember Soth, 1833.—There is but little to add respecting the 
case of pluhisis, which has been the subject of special remarks in preced- 
ing reports, except that it is now satisfactory to observe, a 
the early prognosis, that the patient was returned to duty on the 28ih 
August last, ‘ cured,’ with the exception of the loss of the better half, or 
rather two lobes, of his left lung. In concluding remarks on the case, 
however, it may be stated that at the close of the ry ray on the 30th 
June, it was mentioned that direction was prescribed him for exercise, 


of which he duly availed himself ; and his strength in effect was in a litle 


time so much recruited, as to enable him to indulge his former 
sity in ardent spirit; he consequently became intoxicated and riotous, 
with and flogged his companion and fellow soldier severely. 
his return, he was placed under the charge of the guard ; but this 
debauch had uo other effect upon him than the loss of six pounds in 
flesh, or weight, during the two following days ; he regained it afterwards, 
however, by accumulating a ere in seven days; and afterwards 
continued increasing in health and weight, until he weighed 150 lbs., which 
to be his natural standard, and was discharged for duty on the day 
ab eaematen respiration on that day was free ‘tal unrestrained 
—his 2, and very respec &c.” 
Phe Surgeon General U.S.A. 


The following affidavit, though sometimes in quaint language, was 
in the hands of your correspondent, a few days before his aving 


tort’ Washington ; and as it details some particulars more minutely, they _ 


may be deemed ” a few of your readers important, if not interesting. 
i am, Sir, very respectfully your obedient servant, 
Fort Independence, Boston, -dpril, 1834. J. A. Brereton, U.S.A. 


tines a day. He was so weak that had to be lifted about like a child, 
and his hip and backbones came 1 h the skin ; he had, also, swell- 
ings of the legs, high irations, so that the sheets, blankets, and bed- 

would be as wet as if they had been dipt in water. His pulse was 
commonly 120 and often 150, and sometimes so rapid that it could not 


| | 
fh 
| 
. Christopher Hackett, a soldier of the U. S. Army, was taken sick at 
Fort Washington, Maryland, abom the 20th of October, 1832, with 
dropsy, afterwards with the liver complaint and pleurisy, and finally with 
the consumption, high fevers, hectic cough, loss of appetite and rest. 
| And in the course of a few weeks, he was reduced to a mere skeleton, : ‘ 
7 and continued so until about April or the beginning of May following ; 
a and during this time in every ten or twelve days he had a large abscess, 
| and before it broke it appeared that every breath would be his last ; and 
| when they broke, he would throw up from his lungs a quart or three pints 
| of matter, just as though he had ahen an emetic, and it would smell so 
| bad that we had often to leave the room: and in the course of twenty- 
' four hours he would throw up at least three quarts or a gallon, and never 
one day that he did not throw | at least one quart, ach it smelt ,so bad 
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be counted ; and every rei that the skill of the surgeon could suggest 
was resorted to, but with or a until he tried the nitric acid, which 
was done by taking about two scruples or one drachm of salipetre and 
eure it in acup, and then adding about one or one and a half teaspoons- 
ul of the-oil of vitriol and pour it on the saltpetre; and then put a glass 
or wedgewood funnel over them, and let the patient take the small end 
of the funnel in his mouth and inhale the gas of the nitric acid into his 
lungs, like he was smoking of a pipe ; and if it was too strong, add to it 
One or two teaspoonsful of water, and it will weaken it : and he done this 
two or three times a day.—He had not been taking this more than one — 
week before it was plain to see the beneficial effect of it. His appetite 
began to mend ; his fever to abate ; his rest returned ; the swellings of 
his legs to abate ; his cough and spitting to mend ; and finally a total change 
in his'whole system for the better. This man was reduced much lower 
than any person I ever saw that’ recovered, and | do believe that for three 
or four months he did not weigh more than 50 or 60 ths. until be began 
to take the nitric avid, and after that he mended and recovered strength 
and flesh so fast, that Dr. Brereton was induced to weigh him on the 3d 
of June following, when his weight was 138 lbs., and he. continued to 
gin flesh and strength until about the 22d of August, when he weighed 

51 Ibs. and he was a well, strong, sound and hearty man, and went to 
his duty : and he has not been pestered with cough since, more than any 
person would be with'a common cold. 

Biano Hospital Sieward. 
Cuartes J. Yersy, Hospital Attendant. 


| 1, Christo Hackett, a private of F company, in the 1st Regiment 
of U. S. Artiiory, and the individual subject of the foregoing affidavit of 
the Hospital attendants of Fort Washington, do hereby certify to its 
correctness and truth. C. Hackett. 


State of Maryland, Prince Georges Co. 29th Oct. 1833. 

Appeared before the subscriber, a Justice of the Peace in and for 
Prince Georges County, Md., Bland Williams, Charles J. Yerby, and 
Christopher Hackett, and made oath on Holy Evangelists of Almighty | 
God, that the facts contained in the foregoing affidavit are correct, to the 


best of their knowledge and belief. Sworn before 
| Henry L. Coomss. 


ON THE ART OF IMPROVING VEGETABLES BY CROSSING THE 
BREEDS. 


| [Tue following practical information, which will be interesting to all our 
i residing 


in the country, is from the 
Farmer—a week! published in this city, every number of w 
is e with saeanib<a essays, and which no phyaicien who has a farm 
or loves horticulture should be without.) | 
Mr. Fessenven,—In this age of investigation into the laws of nature, 
one of the most important discoveries in vegetable physiology is the sexes 
of plants, and | creating new varieties 


the consequent power we possess new 


| 
. 
1 


+ 


impedimest to uttétance ; the hemiplegia had occurred twenty days be- 
The right common carotid ast the day.after admission. In 
the course of the following thirty-four deye he had experienced seven 
fits. This was the 26th of September, On the 13th November he was 
re-admitted, and the other carotid was tied. ep wy 3d of December 
and the 25th of January, he had three fits, and from time to time 
with a painful feeling.of throbbing in the head, which was relieved by 
bleeding. There were no other very marked. effects produced. On the 
strength of these Tesults, the reporter inserts the following remarks in 
reference to the applicability of the operation to cases of epilepsy. 

Ifthe operation should prove successful, in only a small 
of cases of ielienan which we beyond the reach of other remedies, it will 
be deemed worthy of some estimation : and it might be advisable in most 
of those cases where there is evidence of predominant cerebral irritation, 
or of local plethora of the brain. At the same time when we rea@mber 
how often epilepsy terminates in paralysis, idiotcy, or apoplexy, and when 


s10 Ligature of both Carotidé. 
fore. 


we observe in many of these cases a succession of symptoms, each of | 


which is more and more distinctly referable te a morbid condition of the 
brain, and more destructive of the intellectual powers, we are induced to 
consider whether it be judicious to allow even recent, but very aggravat- 
ed cases of epilepsy, to go on until irremediable ofganic changes are es- 
tablished, without taking measures permanently and effectually to diminish 
the circulation of blood through the brain.” = . 


It is a curious instance of the loose reasoning employed and admitted 
in medical subjects, when such pathology and such facts can be made 
the foundation of a plan of practice. here did the author of these re- 
marks obtain the information that epilensy is caused by an excess of cir- 
culation of blood through the brain ; and how did he satisfy himself that 
this excess of circulation if it exists, is to he relieved permanently by the 
Pee even of both the carotid arteries? The throbbing and fulness 

ich followed upon the second operation, performed in the case above 

iven, are not particularly in favor of this supposition. The fundamental 
Site ulty, however, is, that we are ignorant of the pathologic state of the 
brain which produces epilepsy. That it may generally-arise from plethora 
is very possible; that it always does is very improbable. Convulsions, as 
we occasion to observe not long since, are produced by appa- 
rently opposite states of the system, and not uofrequently are caused by 
excessive hemorrhage. In this case, no one not blinded entirely by at- 
tachment to theory, would attribute their production to vascular fulness. 
In like manner, the knowledge which we possess with regard to the pruxi- 
mate cause of epilepsy, justifies the belief that it may occur in infinitel 
various states of the vascular system, and that a system of practice in this 
disease, founded on the supposed necessity of diminishing at all hazards 
the action of the cerebral vessels, would be followed by consequences to 
the unfortunate subjects infinitely more deplorable than those of the dis- 


 ARNOTT’S. HYDROSTATIC BED. 
A connesronpent of ghe London Medical Gazette, of the 
and Hydrostatic Bed, and asks if any one 

suggest a remedy. Perhaps some of our who are familiar 
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‘al Heat,—A remarkable difference 


ee Solar and 
the calorific rays, emanating fromthe — 


has pi been observed hetwe 


~~ gun, and those emitted from térrestrial sources, even of the most intense 


heat viz. ; ; that the former can pass through glass, without suffering any 
apparent diminution, whilst the latter cannot pass through the same.gub- 
stance but in an almost insensible quantity. Th@experiment is easily 
made :—expose yourself to and a herwards to of a 
| interpose a large square ass to the passage of the rays, on 
feces—the of heat from “ihe solar rays continues, without any 
‘ sensible alteration, while it completely ceases from those of the fire. 
sufficiently éxtensive prove to M. Melloni, that this 
tial difference in the ature of solar and terrestrial heat, depends 
mixture of many sort of rays, in various proportions ; ot ier om 


say, that the heat of both one and the’ other is, like =f 
raya, and that are uot 
‘proportions.—Journal Hebdom 
Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending 3,25. Males, 13—Pemales, 12. 


May 3 
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of the heart, 
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INSTRUCTION. 

rpose of giving complete course of Enstavction, 
Feels which they witness there. 
Phy ame hy » by examination or lectures, will be given in the intervals of the Publle Lectures of 


On Midwifery, and the Diseases of Women and and on Chemistry De. Cuawnine. , 

the Priac and Practice of Surgery - - - « a. Orns. 
On Anatomy, Human - - - Da. Lewis. 
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are to be made to Cnuannino, Tremont CHANNING, 


Boston. 
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tice and the Surgical of 


vate Surgical operations, the ported of thate pa and will also 
the on Anatomy and Su delivered the Harvard 


vres on Surgery are given. 
respectable families in the city, may be had at three dollars a 


Moard, 
Boston, Mey, 1834. May 7. eop6t. ENocH BALE, JR. 
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